IN  MOSUL
abiyud" (father of cataract), One of the assistants
in the hospital was named " The Angel of Death "
by a poor little girl who was brought to the doctor
a mass of burns. It was the duty of this assistant
to dress the terrible wounds of the child every day,
and though as gentle as a woman, he necessarily
pained her a great deal—hence the term " Angel of
Death." The women are designated in the same way
as the men, only substituting " mother " for " father,"
as " Em haleeb," milk-woman ; " Em saba' saba'een,"
mother of seventy-seven (or centipede), this last
simply referring to a girl suffering from hysteria.
This was an interesting case which was in the
women's hospital for some weeks. The patient was
a young woman about sixteen years of age. She
was under the delusion that she had swallowed a
" saba' saba een " (a horny centipede, measuring some
seven or eight inches, common in Mosul). She
declared she could not eat anything, for every time
she swallowed, the saba' saba'een opened its mouth
and ate the food just partaken of! She absolutely
refused to touch anything of her own accord, so we
had to force food down her throat. Two or three
women would hold her hands and feet while I fed
her with a spoon. As time went on she became
worse instead of better, and was always beseeching
my husband to operate on her and take out the saba'
saba'een. After a time he consented to give her an
anaesthetic and operate. On the day appointed she
was taken to the theatre and given a whiff of chloro-
form, while the doctor made a slight incision in her
skin. This was stitched up, and she was shown her
wound and assured that the doctor had cut her and
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